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Subtractive Plaster Sculpture | Defining Form & Movement

Process of Transformation Realism to Abstraction

1. Draw a figure or use a printed image of a figure

2. On the image designate a part of the figure 

3. Using the first layer of tracing paper, draw the gesture or line of movement of the figure. 

4. On the second layer of tracing paper, identify the muscle forms by sketching the contour lines

5. On the third layer simplify the form.

6. Interpret and stylize | On a separate sheet of paper

***(May use different colors to distinguish each layer)

Project Criteria

PART I – Sketching Process

1. Must provide three designs that clearly illustrate the three step Process of Transformation from Realism to Abstraction
2. Consult with teacher for approval of final design: Must emphasis and clearly demonstrate Form & Movement
PART II - Maquette
1. Create a Maquette using clay to translate your sketch into form. (Focusing on Form & Movement

2. Maquette must be actual size of intended sculpture.

PART III –Sculpting Plaster

1. Must use the subtractive sculpting method
2. Draw the design in all views on the plaster block (Top, Sides, Bottom, Font, Back)

3. Plaster must be removed by taking away SMALL pieces at a time. (Remember soap sculpture; there is no turning back)

4. Work from General to Specific when sculpting to arrive at the final sculpture. Keep the form strong by having it be generalized. 

5. Sculpt the plaster EVENLY throughout the process. If you have a finished fine detail portion and an unfinished section you run the risk of breaking fragile areas!!! 

6. Hollow out any holes or punctures LAST! ( If your design requires it) 

Subtractive Plaster Sculpture | Defining Form & Movement

Vocabulary

Abstraction

Not realistic, though often based on an actual subject; reduced, simplified, removal of detail.

Gesture

Usually a quick and loosely drafted image to capture the energy and movement & used as a preliminary effort before producing a much more detailed and accurate drawing.

Maquette
Scale model for large sculpture: simple three dimensional sketch of a work
Modern Art

The widely diversified late 19th and early 20th century movement towards less objective or totally subjective art, characterized by the notion of art for art's sake.

Plaster

Fine white powder, which when mixed with water to a paste or creamy consistency, sets to a hard, cohesive mass: gypsum plaster used for sculpture is called Plaster of Paris because gypsum came from around Paris, France: Plaster, concrete and papier-mâché are considered permanent forms of modeling since they do not need to be cast.

Subtractive Sculpting Method/Process

Subtractive process, direct method: cutting of a shape, figure or design out of a solid material such as a block of stone or wood: cutting away material. An indirect method of carving used since the 19th century makes use of a pointing machine.
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